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December 9, 2025 Outreach Active Learning Community Meeting 
Online
Via Zoom
,  
02:00 PM - 03:00 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
We’re excited to unveil a fresh approach to professional connection and collaboration.
Our traditional networking meetings are now Active Learning Communities—dynamic
spaces designed for shared learning, real conversation, and practical support.

Join your peers to exchange ideas, celebrate successes, and discover new solutions to
common challenges. You'll also get a guided introduction to our new message boards,
which will help keep the conversation going long after the meeting ends.

This meeting will be held through Zoom which is user friendly to all devices. You will
receive a link in your confirmation email a reminder 2 hours before the meeting. We
hope you will join us. Please send agenda items/questions to Melissa Lattanzi.
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December 10, 2025 The Power of Storytelling and Empathy-Centered Communication 
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
Storytelling and empathetic communication are powerful, often underestimated tools in
marketing and outreach. Centering empathy for your patrons' needs and experiences in
your communication strategies will enhance the efficacy of your reach and will help you
better understand who you’re serving. Applying storytelling best practices alongside
empathy-centered communication will ensure you’re drawing in your audience
meaningfully and sustaining their engagement, and your patrons will better understand
how your library can meet their needs. Stories also will help your key stakeholders, such
as funders and legislators, understand the value of your library.  You’ll leave this
session with clear communication strategies and tools that simultaneously support your
community and your services.
 
Learning objectives:

	Identify your unique audiences.
	Understand how to better communicate how your library can meet your audience’s
needs.
	Gain confidence in interviewing and storytelling.

Presenter:  

Deborah Hakes leads marketing and communications for Georgia Public Library
Service, which was named Library Journal's 2020 Marketer of the Year. She is a
communications leader with expertise in storytelling and building brands for nonprofits,
public health, and libraries. Hakes has served on the board for the Library Marketing
and Communications Group since 2021, including currently as vice president. 
 
She has a passion for amplifying the voices of those who do good and telling stories
that drive people to take action and has spent her career at state, national, and
globally-focused nonprofit organizations. She began her career at The Carter Center
in former U.S. President Jimmy Carter’s communications office, telling stories and
raising awareness of international programming. At Welcoming America, she built the
communications department from the ground up for a growing, new nonprofit. Currently
at Georgia Public Library Service, she works to broaden awareness of the value of
public libraries to build engagement and support, and she provides counsel
to libraries to build their own communications expertise. 
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December 10, 2025 Special Libraries Active Learning Community Meeting
Online via Zoom
02:00 PM - 03:00 PM EST
Hillary Brown, 
hillary.brown@neo-rls.org
We’re excited to unveil a fresh approach to professional connection and collaboration.
Our traditional networking meetings are now Active Learning Communities—dynamic
spaces designed for shared learning, real conversation, and practical support.

Join your peers to exchange ideas, celebrate successes, and discover new solutions to
common challenges. You'll also get a guided introduction to our new message boards,
which will help keep the conversation going long after the meeting ends.

This meeting will be held through Zoom which is user friendly to all devices. You will
receive a link in your confirmation email a reminder 2 hours before the meeting. We
hope you will join us. Please send agenda items/questions to Hillary Brown.
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December 11, 2025 <b><FONT color=red>Rescheduled-</FONT></b> A Deeper Dive into the Science of Reading-Repeated
Willowick Library
 263 East 305th Street  
Willowick, OH 44095
09:30 AM - 04:00 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
We will dive a little deeper into the actionable strategies for libraries to support the
science of reading in their communities. Explore how libraries can integrate the key
principles of phonics, vocabulary, and comprehension into programming and services.
Learn how to create environments that foster early literacy development for children and
caregivers through outreach, storytimes, resources, and other programming. You will
leave with a toolkit of ideas and resources to help enhance your library’s early literacy
efforts.  

Learning Objectives:

	Understand what the science of reading is and what it tells us about how children learn
to read
	Learn how to share literacy messages with families in storytime and other programming
	Discuss how libraries can support students, families, and schools through collection
development and programming

**While it’s not required, background knowledge of the Every Child Ready to Read
program is encouraged or attending an Early Literacy 101 workshop in the past would
be helpful. The EL101 (ECRR) workshop goes over the six early literacy skills which are
also the main components behind the science of reading.

The afternoon will consist of a round-table discussion of storytimes and sharing.  Bring
your best stortytime to share with the group. Be prepared to share a storytime with a
small group at your table.
 
Presenter:

Julia Shaheen is the Literacy Manager at Stark Library where she oversees the Ready
for School program. Through this program, staff visit parents and caregivers to help
prepare families for school. She oversees library literacy efforts by providing staff,
parent, and educator workshops. She is an Every Child Ready to Read and
Reimagining School Readiness trainer presenting workshops throughout Ohio. She
provided storytime and other programming in both in-person and virtual capacities. She
holds a Master of Arts degree in Education as well as several certificates in reading and
early literacy education. She has presented at numerous regional, state and national
conferences. She also presents for local schools and organizations and represents
Stark Library on radio and television programming.
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December 11, 2025 Life Art: A New Horizon, Library Edition
Online via Zoom
02:00 PM - 03:15 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
This presentation will plumb the depths of human potential by asking folks, what if we
consider our contemporary society through the lens of living life as art?  And what if
libraries are the perfect synergistically aligned conduits for this enriching energy? What
if art has been with us since the dawn of civilization as a gift just waiting to be opened
completely and utilized to its fullest extent?  What if the concept and practice of living life
as art offers us a mind and heart opening portal to better understand the nature of
reality and the full capacities that human beings hold within themselves?  
 
 Learning Objectives:

	Learn about the very beginning of art history to our current day and age showing how
art has gone through a transformation from object to concept to now possibly people as
art
	Explore how this eureka understanding unlocks an infinite well of powerful energy that
can be harnessed to good ends to live one's life in the most inspired and fulfilling way
	Begin to see how this gift energy can potentially strengthen, support, catalyze,
revitalize, renew and supercharge library workers and libraries all around the world
	Tap into the awesome power of the gift energy that the understanding and practice of
life art truly offers and see how it aligns perfectly with the mission, vision and values of
libraries

Presenter:

Jon Keppel holds a Bachelor of Fine Art in Sound Art from The Ohio State University
where he graduated Magna Cum Laude with Distinction and a Master of Library and
Information Science from Kent State University with a focus on adult services in the
context of public libraries through the lens of living life as art.  He is currently a librarian
which is how he expresses his life art professionally in addition to independently
inspiring through his writings, talks, guided meditations, music, and art.
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December 16, 2025 Excel Drop-in Q & A (Excel Nerds and Novices welcome)
Online via Zoom
02:00 PM - 03:00 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
Join us for a session to have your Excel questions answered.  Here is an opportunity to
share tips and ask questions about Excel.  Do you want to learn more about quickly
navigating in Excel?  Excel formula basics?  Using automatic color coding to create a
printable work schedule based on staff availability?  Summarize data you’ve exported
from another system like your ILS?  Power Query basics?  You may email questions
and files ahead of time to Melissa Lattanzi  or just join us on Zoom for the conversation. 
Keep in mind when sharing your files to protect the innocent.

Facilitators:

Scott Trimmer currently serves as the Director of the Learning Commons at Cuyahoga
Community College’s Eastern Campus, where he has been since 2014.  Scott enjoys
helping people use technology to meaningfully improve their lives.  His staff jokes that
there’s very little Scott doesn’t try to organize in a spreadsheet.  While serving for more
than ten years as the go-to person to answer Excel questions at a 1000+ employee
University, he picked up a number of Excel tips and tricks.  In recent years, Scott has
developed or assisted in the creation of variety of Excel tools to facilitate administrative
tasks and dashboards, simplifying workflows and making data available to less
tech-savvy folks in the organization.
 
With a degree in Computer Science and an MBA in Organizational Leadership, Scott
has effectively used Excel to enhance data accessibility in a manner that benefits his
organizations. 

Melissa Lattanzi, Continuing Education Coordinator, NEO-RLS
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December 17, 2025 Chair Yoga for Library Workers: Reconnecting
Online via Zoom
02:00 PM - 03:00 PM EST
Hillary Brown, 
hillary.brown@neo-rls.org
The cold winter months can be isolating. Pause and reconnect with your body, mind,
and community in this gentle chair yoga class. Through slow, mindful movement and
breathwork, you’ll cultivate a deeper sense of presence and connection with yourself,
your community and the natural world around you.

Learning Objectives:

	Use gentle movements and breath techniques to enhance physical and mental
relaxation.
	Cultivate a deeper connection to the self through focused awareness.
	Foster a sense of community and connection by embracing practices that support
openness and presence.

Presenter:

Hillary Brown, Program and Services Associate, NEO-RLS, is also a certified yoga
teacher and former children’s librarian with over a decade of experience in public
libraries. She specializes in making yoga accessible to all and is passionate about
supporting the well-being of library workers through mindful movement, meditation and
breath work. Hillary believes that, like libraries, yoga should be welcoming to everyone.
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January 7, 2026 HR and Legal Update: Recent Changes in the Law and Trends Impacting Public Libraries
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
Keeping abreast of changes in employment laws is an on-going challenge for employers
generally and for HR Professionals in particular.  In this webinar, we will examine recent
developments in the law that impact the ability of public libraries to manage the
workforce in a challenging environment.

Presenter:

Amanda S Smith, Shareholder, Kastner Westman & Wilkins, LLC

Amanda’s unusual path to becoming a labor and employment attorney began with
earning bachelor’s and master’s degrees in neuroscience at Allegheny College and
Kent State University, respectively. After determining that a career in science ultimately
was not for her, she took a job as a legal assistant following her graduate studies, and
immediately fell in love with law. That first position at a plaintiff’s side labor and
employment firm quickly evolved into enrolling in classes at the University of Akron
School of Law, where she eventually earned her juris doctor degree, summa cum laude.
 
Amanda is now an Ohio State Bar Association-certified specialist in labor and
employment law. She represents both public and private employers in many types of
labor and employment matters, including with labor negotiations and arbitration as well
as charges before the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Ohio Civil Rights
Commission and other state fair employment practice agencies. She also counsels
employers on litigation and alternative dispute resolution matters, as well as wage/hour
compliance, performance and leave management, discipline, and workplace policies.
Amanda firmly believes in the importance of diversity, equity and inclusion (DE&I). In
furtherance of her commitment to advancing DE&I initiatives both at K|W|W and
beyond, Amanda completed the National DiversityFirst certification program to become
a National Diversity Council Certified Diversity Professional and regularly counsels
employers on DE&I-related matters.
 
Amanda is a native of Falconer, N.Y., near Chautauqua Lake. She and her spouse,
Brian, are enjoying a joyfully chaotic time of life raising two young boys. Amanda is also
involved in her community. She serves as a board member for the Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railroad and the Fairlawn Area Chamber of Commerce and as Chairperson of
the Labor and Employment Law Section of the Akron Bar Association.
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January 8, 2026 Strategic Leadership
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
This webinar is also part of the 2025-2026 Leadership Academy.

This Webinar will provide a brief overview of strategic leadership, provide you with tools
to infuse strategic thinking into your library operations, and will discuss strategic
leadership  in an ever changing world.
 
Learning objectives:

	Participants will learn the difference between strategy and leadership skills vs
operations and management skills, and will understand the importance of weaving these
critical skills together.
	Participants will learn several integral tools for infusing their management style with
strategic thinking.
	Participants will discuss trends and potential impacts on future library operations

Presenter:

Paula Miller has served as Director/Administrator in four states –Baltimore County
Public Library and Eastern Shore Regional Library (both MD), Pikes Peak Library
District (CO), Westlake Porter Public Library (OH), and Dover Public Library (DE). Most
recently, she molded BCPL’s role as a community hub and instrument of democracy,
and she oversaw the development and opening of award-winning and state-of-the-art
Library 21c in Colorado Springs. Enamored by libraries since her first shelving job at
age 16 at Kent Free Library, she believes our public libraries are critical community
resources that bring people together and that serve as bridges to opportunities in
individuals’ lives. She is focused on identifying new and emerging needs, roles, and
connections that keep our libraries relevant and effective.
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January 13, 2026 Cultivating Well-Being: Creating a Supportive and Thriving Library Workplace
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
Library work can be meaningful and rewarding but comes with unique challenges that
can impact well-being, including burnout, compassion fatigue, and emotional labor. This
presentation will explore the systemic causes of workplace stress, the role of
psychological safety, and practical strategies to foster a healthier and more supportive
work environment.

Learning Objectives:

	Identify and understand workplace challenges to well-being
	Know and discuss best practices for policies, procedures, and culture
	Implement strategies to foster a psychologically safe workplace

Presenter: 

Bobbi L. Newman is a librarian, Certified Wellness Practitioner, workplace well-being
consultant, and advocate for healthier, more inclusive, and productive workplaces. She
is passionate about fostering environments where individuals and teams not only work
but thrive. With nearly a decade of experience, two published books on workplace
wellness, and a Certificate in the Science of Well-Being from Yale University, Bobbi’s
approach is evidence-based and grounded in real-world experience.
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January 14, 2026 Children's Summer Reading Workshop: Unearth a Story
Hilton Garden Inn
8971 Wilcox Dr
Twinsburg, OH 44087
09:30 AM - 04:00 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
This engaging workshop offers a dynamic forum to collaboratively prepare for the 2026
Children's Summer Reading Program theme, "Unearth a Story."

Start off the morning by learning best practices and pro tips for effectively engaging
children directly from an experienced school visit panel. Followed by the popular
presentation given by Janet Ingraham Dwyer of the State Library discussing the CSLP
theme, Unearth a Story, and the extensive resources offered. Next you will have more
time to interact with your colleagues sharing and developing innovative ideas for
programs, incentives, and reading tracking methods with fellow librarians.  Before lunch
we will embark on creating some theme centered decorations. 

After a provided lunch we will have our program palooza where you will have an
opportunity to hear 6 different programs you can implement in your own library.  We will
end the day discussing booklist for all ages.  Don't miss this fun-filled day and
opportunity to connect with your peers. More details will be coming soon.

Dig In! Unearth Your Summer Why
Unearthing the WHYs of your summer reading program can help you identify which
practices are vibrant and beneficial and which should go extinct. We’ll identify our whys,
celebrate what we love about summer, and name something we’d like to revisit, change,
or let go. This session will also feature a quick tour of CSLP’s “Unearth a Story” theme,
art, and resources and other statewide summer planning supports.

Presenter:
Janet Ingraham Dwyer is the youth services library consultant at the State Library of
Ohio. Her job is to support, advise, and empower children’s and teen services
specialists in public and school libraries around the state. She manages Ohio’s
participation in the nationwide Collaborative Summer Library Program; coordinates
Choose to Read Ohio; co-facilitates Building Community-Based Summers learning
sessions; promotes library participation in nutrition programs and community well-being
initiatives; and collaborates with the Ohio Library Council on Ohio Ready to Read, a
statewide resource network supporting early literacy activities in libraries.

Excavating the Stacks: Unearth a Story Booklist
Lucy Carney, Collection Development Specialist with Cuyahoga County Public Library
will share a curated list of books that connect directly to the "Unearth a Story" theme.
Join us to discover diverse titles, identify cross-promotional opportunities, and leave
equipped with the resources needed to inspire patrons throughout the summer.

Presenter:
Lucy Carney is a Collection Development Specialist at the Cuyahoga County Public
Library where she obtains print materials for children and teens, as well as world
language materials for all ages. She began her career as an elementary school teacher
and has worked at Elyria Public Library’s Central Library as a Children's Librarian,
Rocky River Public Library as the Children’s Services Manager, and the Akron-Summit
County Public Library as the Children’s Library & Teen Division Manager at the Main
Library in downtown Akron. 
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January 22, 2026 Top 25 Titles of 2025
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
No one expects public service staff to have read every popular title that has been
published in a given year; however, it's not an unrealistic expectation to be familiar with
them to better serve patrons. This webinar will go over the top 25 titles of 2025, literary
trends and anticipated releases to note for 2026, and reader's advisory tips & tricks.

Learning Objectives: 

	
	Familiarize yourself with the buzziest books for children, teens, and adults in both
fiction and non-fiction.  
	
	
	Gain an understanding of the 2025 and 2026 literary landscape. 
	
	
	Improve your reader’s advisory and circulation upselling skills. 
	

Presenters:

Ris Labib, Collection Development Manager at Portage County District Library, believes
in the power of a good book. She has been talking with others about books -- in a
professional and personal capacity -- since middle school and was even on NPR! One
of the (many) books she is currently reading "Alchemised" by Senlinyu.

 

 Amber Salmon has 22 years of experience in public libraries and is currently an adult
services librarian in the Business, Government, and Science Division at the
Akron-Summit County Public Library.  She co-leads specialty book clubs and her
favorite read of 2025 was “The Favorites” by Layne Fargo.    
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January 28, 2026 Teen Summer Reading Program: Unearth a Story
Hilton Garden Inn
8971 Wilcox Dr
Twinsburg, OH 44087
09:30 AM - 04:00 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
We're hosting a lively workshop to jointly develop ideas for the 2026 teen summer
reading theme, "Unearth a Story."

Your day kicks off with a lively game of Trivia, featuring sample questions and themes
you can adapt for your own programs. Followed by the popular presentation given by
Janet Ingraham Dwyer of the State Library discussing the CSLP theme, Unearth a
Story, and the extensive resources offered. Next, you will have dedicated time to
connect with colleagues, sharing and developing innovative ideas for programs,
incentives, and reading tracking methods. Before lunch you will have the opportunity to
create cardboard stand-ups.

After lunch we will have our program palooza where you will have an opportunity to hear
6 different programs you can implement in your own library.  We will wrap up the day
with a high-energy session focused on 25 programs under $25!   Don't miss this
action-packed day and opportunity to connect with your peers. More details will be
coming soon.

Dig In! Unearth Your Summer Why
Unearthing the WHYs of your summer reading program can help you identify which
practices are vibrant and beneficial and which should go extinct. We’ll identify our whys,
celebrate what we love about summer, and name something we’d like to revisit, change,
or let go. This session will also feature a quick tour of CSLP’s “Unearth a Story” theme,
art, and resources and other statewide summer planning supports.

Presenter:
Janet Ingraham Dwyer is the youth services library consultant at the State Library of
Ohio. Her job is to support, advise, and empower children’s and teen services
specialists in public and school libraries around the state. She manages Ohio’s
participation in the nationwide Collaborative Summer Library Program; coordinates
Choose to Read Ohio; co-facilitates Building Community-Based Summers learning
sessions; promotes library participation in nutrition programs and community well-being
initiatives; and collaborates with the Ohio Library Council on Ohio Ready to Read, a
statewide resource network supporting early literacy activities in libraries.
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January 29, 2026 The AI Advantage: Next-Gen Project Management
Online via Zoom
03:00 PM - 04:00 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
Unlock new levels of efficiency and impact for your projects. This hands-on session
introduces "The AI Advantage," a modern approach to project management designed
specifically for community leaders. We will demystify artificial intelligence and
demonstrate how to leverage powerful, free tools like Google's Gemini and NotebookLM
to streamline every phase of your project lifecycle.

Learning Objectives:

	Brainstorm & Plan with Gemini: Use Gemini as a creative partner to generate
innovative project ideas, develop detailed action plans, create timelines, and delegate
tasks.
	Draft Communications in Seconds: Instantly create compelling emails for coworkers,
social media posts for promotion, and thank-you letters for partners and stakeholders.
	Centralize Your Project Knowledge with NotebookLM: Transform meeting minutes, past
project reports, and documents into an intelligent, searchable database. Get instant
answers to questions like, "What was our budget for last year's fundraiser?" or
"Summarize the key takeaways from our planning meeting."

Presenter:

George Garrett is the principal at Mathews High School in Vienna, Ohio, where he has
dedicated over two decades to serving the school community. His extensive experience
at Mathews includes roles as a teacher, coach, and administrator. George began his
career in education as a language arts teacher before transitioning to a technology
educator, sharing his expertise with junior high and high school students, as well as
adults through evening programs at the Trumbull Independent Public Libraries.
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February 4, 2026 Don't Go There: How to Avoid and Disengage from Controversial Conversations with Patrons and Staff
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:00 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org

February 11, 2026 Leading from the Middle: Managing Up and Down Simultaneously
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:15 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
This is part of the 2025-2026 Leadership Academy.

Do you have more than one boss at your library? Do you have lots of responsibility but
little authority? Are you working between multiple departments? Are you looking to
improve your communication skills with your managers and your direct reports? If you
said yes to any of these questions then this webinar can help you communicate better
and manage up, and down. 

Learning Objectives:

	Communication techniques for communicating with upper management and employees
	Prioritizing tasks and setting goals
	Performance evaluation strategies: How to better give and receive feedback
	Time management concerns: How to organize and prioritize your time to meet multiple
(and sometimes competing) goals
	Planning and organizing meetings from "the middle"

Presenter:

Carrie Rogers-Whitehead worked in libraries for nearly a decade and now consults and
trains librarians. She regularly researches and writes for librarians, educators and
parents. Carrie is the author of four books: Teen Fandom and Geek Programming
(2018), Digital Citizenship: Teaching and Practice from the Field (2019), Serving Teens
and Adults on the Autism Spectrum: A Guide for Libraries (2020), and Becoming a
Digital Parent: A Practical Guide to Help Families Navigate Technology (2021). She is
the founder of Digital Respons-Ability, a mission-based company that has educated tens
of thousands of students, parents and educators in digital citizenship. Carrie is a sought
after trainer, former TEDx speaker, adjunct instructor and loves to teach others. 
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February 12, 2026 Adult Summer Reading Workshop:  Unearth a Story
Hilton Garden Inn
8971 Wilcox Dr
Twinsburg, OH 44087
09:30 AM - 04:00 PM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
We're hosting a lively workshop to jointly develop ideas for the 2026 Adult summer
reading theme, "Unearth a Story."

Did someone say murder?  Kicking off the morning with a bang, we present a Murder
Mystery Game—and show you exactly how to create and implement one for your own
library.  Followed by a presentation on CSLP theme, Unearth a Story, highlighting
resources presented by Katy Hite of the State Library. TikTok isn’t just for teens, learn
how to create simple summer reading TikToks to market your library effectively.

After a provided lunch, you will have dedicated time to connect with colleagues, sharing
and developing innovative ideas for programs, incentives, and reading tracking
methods.
The afternoon features our Program Palooza, where you'll hear about six distinct
programs you can readily implement in your library. We will wrap up the day with
Programming during tough times: Free, Cheap, and Recycled.  Don't miss this
energizing day and opportunity to connect with your peers. More details will be coming
soon.

Murder in the Stacks: Hosting Murder Mysteries at the Library
Learn where to find and facilitate interactive murder mystery programs for patrons of all
ages. Warm up your detective skills with a mini murder mystery game, then explore
planning, pacing, and best practices.

Presenter:  
Lindsay Miraglia, is the Adult Assistant Manager at the Wayne County Public Library.
She has spent nearly 15 years working in public libraries across Northeast
Ohio—including Akron-Summit County Public Library, Stark Library, Canal Fulton Public
Library, and now WCPL—gaining a deep appreciation for the communities we serve. A
lifelong true crime and horror enthusiast, Lindsay turned that passion into creating
immersive, story-driven murder mystery programs for patrons. She even designed
custom mysteries inspired by the summer reading themes. Fun fact: she once built a full
life-size coffin out of cardboard for a vampire-themed mystery.

Dig In! Unearth Your Summer Why 
Unearthing the WHYs of including adult participation in your summer reading program
can help you identify which practices are vibrant and beneficial and which should go
extinct. We’ll identify our whys, celebrate what we love about summer, and name
something we’d like to revisit, change, or let go. This session will also feature a quick
tour of CSLP’s “Unearth a Story” theme, art, and resources and other statewide summer
planning supports.

Presenter:
Katy Hite is the Adult Services Library Consultant at the State Library of Ohio. Her job is
to support and champion the work of library staff across the state who are serving adult
patrons through programs, services and outreach. Katy facilitates Adult Services
networking meetings, co-facilitates Building Community-Based Summers learning
sessions and provides strategic planning services across the state. She has worked as
an adult services supervisor, adult reference librarian and programmer, and an
emerging technology librarian at libraries throughout central Ohio.
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February 24, 2026 It?s About Time: Supporting Neurodivergent Employees with Time Management in the Workplace 
Online via Zoom
10:00 AM - 11:15 AM EST
Melissa Lattanzi, 
lattanzm@neo-rls.org
The term “neurodiversity” refers to the infinite variation in brain functioning that leads to
differences in thinking, attention, memory, and communication. Some neurodivergent
individuals have differences in executive functioning skills like time management, and as
a result, need different support and accommodations in the workplace. In this
presentation, learn about time management from a neurodivergent lens.  Whether you
are neurodivergent or you are a supervisor to someone who is, this webinar will provide
concrete strategies to support time management in the workplace. 

Learning Objectives:

	
	Learn why neurodivergent individuals, such as people with Autism and ADHD, have
differences in time management skills
	
	
	Understand key concepts, such as tachyosychia, time blindness, and executive
functioning 
	
	
	Gain 6-8 concrete strategies to support and make accommodations for neurodivergent
individuals with time management in the workplace 
	
	
	Learn about 3-5 tools that neurodivergent individuals can use in the workplace to
support effective time management 
	

Presenter:

Renee Grassi, Librarian and Accessibility Consultant Speaker
Librarian, author, trainer, administrator, teacher, and consultant Renee Grassi is an
advocate for equity, diversity, inclusion, and accessibility in libraries, schools, and
communities. As a neurodivergent librarian herself, Renee has worked in public libraries
for nearly twenty years, developing award-winning library initiatives that welcome,
support, and welcome disabled residents and their families and caregivers. Learn more
at reneegrassi.com.
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